


~~~OBITUARY~~~ 

 Purnell Bell, age 100, passed away peacefully on May 15, 2020 at Genesis Shady Grove 
Nursing home in Rockville, MD. She was a beloved resident there since 2013.  

 She was born March 3,1920, in South Carolina, the only child of James Duncan Garris and 
Henrietta Kinsey Garris. In 1941, she wed Herman Franklin Bell, Jr. The couple made their home in 
New Jersey where they raised two sons, Herman Franklin III (1951-2011) and Darryl (1956-1987).   

 During World War II Purnell worked in a plant as a Riveter. She graduated with an          
Associates’ Degree from Mercer County Community College in 1974. She worked as a licensed   
practical nurse for 13 years. In July 2003, she had the honor of becoming the oldest person to earn a 
Bachelor of Science Degree from Columbia Union College, now Washington Adventist University. 
Her story was featured in the September 10, 2003 edition of the Gaithersburg Gazette. Purnell then 
obtained certification in Addiction Counseling from Bowie State University. At the age of 90 she 
was enrolled in classes at the University of Maryland at Shady Grove to pursue a Master’s Degree. 
She was a determined scholar.  

  Purnell Garris Bell embraced the Seventh Day Adventist message and became a dedicated 
member of Mt. Sinai SDA Church in Trenton, New Jersey. She was affectionally addressed as “Sister 
Bell.” Sister Bell had a passion to make God known through the printed page as a Literature  
Evangelist. She sang with the Voices of Praise and was a children’s Sabbath School teacher. A fellow 
church member said, “Sis. Bell did all the good she could, whenever she could, to whomever she 
could, as long as she could.”  

  Upon relocating to Maryland, Sister Bell joined New Life SDA Church in Gaithersburg where 
she remained an active member. She was Personal Ministries Leader under Pastor Waters and     
Dr. Errol Stoddart, and Prayer Warrior under both Dr. Stoddart and Dr. David Defoe. For several 
years, she worked as a Bible Instructor Worker at both New Life SDA Church and Frederick SDA 
Church. As Assistant Community Services Leader, she taught seminars on Health and Family Life to 
various communities throughout the D.C. metro area.  Later she became a counselor with           
Regeneration Ministries, a Seventh Day Adventist support network for addiction recovery.   

  Painting, sewing, gardening and traveling were a few of her hobbies. She was an excellent 
seamstress. She taught others how to sew and sewed dresses for little girls in various African      
countries. She had a gifted green thumb evident by the beautiful plants in her indoor garden.  

  It was a blessing to celebrate her Centennial birthday with her fellow residents, staff and 
New Life SDA Church family at two separate events. She was thrilled to be honored in such a     
special way. March 7th was her last Sabbath in church because the COVID-19 quarantine began 
shortly afterwards.  

  Sister Purnell Garris Bell will be laid to rest at 10 am on Tuesday May 26, 2020 at the  
Rockville Cemetery, 1350 Baltimore Road, Rockville MD 20851. She is survived by one             
granddaughter, a daughter-in-law, Kim, and a host of special friends. She is loved and will be 
greatly missed by many. Rest well faithful daughter of God.  


